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REV: XIV. 13. 


$4 heard a are. Heaven ſaying unto me, write, Bleſ. 
ſed are the Dead which die in the Lord, from benceforth, © 


ea ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from their labors, 


5 and their works do follow them. 


HAT there is a State after this Life, the Wiſe and 
Sober Heathens were inclined to believe: But they 
neither could prove it clearly, nor yet give a diſtin& 

Account of it. This Diſcovery is owing to Divine 

-, {elation, and re to the Goſpel. For by It we are 

nn aſſured of another Life, and alſo inſtructed in the Nature 

Fit. And n Texts which ſet forth thoſe Important 

Ants ſo plainly, as to leave no doubt or ſuſpicion of their Cer- 
ty; this juſt now read is one. For in it you may obſerve 

ea future State clearly intimated and aſſerted, by ſay ing, 
ed are the Dead; for how could the Dead be blelſed, if 

re was no other Life? If Men ceas'd to be, or were entire- 
annihilated at Death, they indeed could not be called miſe- 

Ie, bur neither could they be called happy: For if no other 
, then all the happineſs we are capable of is in this, which 

© loſe by Death. In that caſe the Living may be happy, but 

Dead cannot. But if any Dead be bleſſed, then it muſt fol- 

that they ſurvive even Death it ſelf ; that they are only 

A to us, becauſe they appear no more here; but, yet they 

ive. And that there are ſome Dead bleſſed is certain, be. 

Ne a Voice from Heaven has proclaimed it, and commanded- + 

d be written for our Inſtruction. Nothing is or can be falſe 

h comes from Heaven, aud ſo there muſt be anotlier Life 

B 2 after 


| 


| when Dead, viz. They who die in the Lord. All the Dead ar 


forth. The Original imports inſtantly, from the very hour fu 


[2] 
after this, ſeeing here, as in many other places it is declared b 
Divine Authority : This point I ſhall purſue no farther at pre 


ſent, becauſe it is an undebatable Article of the Chriſtian Faith] 


| and is ſupported by evident Reaſons and clear Demonſtrations, % 


- 2» This Text gives the Character of thoſe who thall be bleſſec 


not bleſſed, nor is the Bleſſedneſs hereafter a meer chance, 2 
Men's good fortune on Earth is ſuppoſed by them, who beljieys 
not a God or Providence. No, the Bleſſedneſs of the other World 
is the certain Lot of ſome, from which others are totally exclu 
ded. The Bleſſedneſs of the other Life, is not the effet o 
ſome lucky Hit, nor is it got by the Intereſt of Friends, nor i 
it the purchaſe of Mony, nor the Reward of perſonal Merit 
None are bleſſed, but the Dead that die in the Lord, that is 
they who depart this Life in the Intereſt, in the Service, and 
in the favour of God; they who before they left this Worl; 
have had fellowſhip with God through Jeſus Chriſt, by a tru 
Faith, unfeigned Repentance, and fincere Love to God and Chai 
rity to Men. Theſe are they who die in the Lord, and thei 
are bleſſed. But as for the wicked, They are turned into Hel 
and all the People that farget God. 

3. Here is ſet forth the nature of that Bleſſedneſs which i 
promiſed and aſſured to them who thus die in the Lord, whid 
confiſts in three particulars. 1. That their Bleſſedneſs commen 
ces inſtantly after their Death. 2, That they reſt from their L 
Bors. 3, That their Works do follow them, Theſe things I ſhall 
God willing now Diſcourſe to. 

1. Firſt, Their Bleſſedneſs commences preſently after Death 
This is evident from this Text, becauſe it is ſaid from hence 


D r fr ee Ao a VÞfFfFfFfj a»> > tz vRAC_CqAYR:_ 


moment that they die in the Lord. Nor is this the only Tex 
on, which this. comfortable Doctrine may be built, for firſt int 


Old Teſtament, it is infinuated by repreſenting Death under thi 
Figure of Sleep, which ſets. one at perfect Reſt and Eaſe. Th 
Prophet Iſaiah delivers it more expreſly thus, The Righteous p. 
| riſheth, and no Man layetb it to heart; and merciful Men 4 
| taken away, none conſidering that the righteous are taken aul 


fro 5 


ared hi num the evil to come, he ſball enter into peace, they ſpall reſt in 
at preebeir beds, each one walking in his uprightneſs, or as it may be 
i FaithZotherwiſe rendred before God, Iſ. Ivii. 1, 2. Here the Prophet 
ions. plainly declares, that when Evil is determined and at the point 
bleſſec of being executed, God removeth Righteous and Merciful Men, 
Tout of kindneſs to them, that they may not have the grief or 


ead ar o 
trouble either to ſee it or feel it. This is ſufficient ground for 


ce, ab 
belieyi believing that at the ſame time they are put into ſome better 
World State: But to give full aſſurance of it, he adds, they enter into 
exclu Peace, which according to the Hebrew Dialect ſignifies true hap» 
ffeqt ofpineſs, perfect contentment and ſatisfaction. Again he ſays, they 
nor i reſt in their beds, but that this may not be thought a dull un- 
Merit active Reſt, a total ceſſation of the ſenſes and reaſonable faculties, 
that is which renders one inſenſible of both Good and Evil, he ſubjoins 
ce, ani each one walking in his uprightneſs or before God. This Text is 
Worl& very remarkable, it proves the Revelation of another Life to 
a tru thoſe who lived under the Law, which is denyed by ſome ig- 
1d Cha norantly and inadvertently, as by others perverſly. Let not 
d theſſ any be offended at ſo ſevere a Cenſure, I know ſome are of this 
'o Hel Opinion who bear a figure among the Learned. But Errors and 
7 Vices muſt not be flatter'd or ſoothed, becauſe of thoſe who fol- 
nich i low and countenance them. Nor is this Error ſo ſmall as ſome 
which may think, for it is Derogatory to God, it detracts from the 
mmen Wiſdom and Perfection of the Patriarchs and Prophets, and it 
eir L contradicts not only St. Paul but Chriſt himſelf. As this Text 
I ſhalff of Iſaiab proves the Revelation of another Life under the Law, 
ſo it ſhews that good and holy Men immediatly after Death en- 
Deatt# tred into a State of Bliſs. | GR 
hence 2. This is more clearly ſet forth in the Goſpel, as firſt-in the 
ur Ju Parable of Lazarus and the rich Man, Luke xvi. where it is ſaid; 
¶ and it came to paſs that the Beggar died, and was carried by 
the Angels into Abrahams boſom, This alludes to the Cuſtom at 
g Feaſts and Entertainments in thoſe Days, where ones Head lay 
on anothers Breaſt or Boſom ; and by this is meant that post 
3 Lazarus, aſſoon as he died, was carried by Angels to the Parti 
cipation of thoſe heavenly Delights, and of that Happineſy 
4 which Abraham the Friend of God and the Father of the Faith 


ful enjoy'd. Agal 


* 


T4 
Again, our Lords Anſwer to the Thief upon the Croſs rmikes|,9;11;: 
out this:; Verih I ſay unto thee, to day ſpalt thou be with me inthe 1 
Paradiſe, Luke xxiii. 43. This Paſſage proves the matter fo clear- 4. 
| ly, that to elude the force of it, ſome alter the Punctation off, i 
| the Words, and would have to day to refer not to the time of he 
| his being in Paradiſe, but to the time of pronouncing theſe words, that 
as if *rwas no more than verily I to day ſpeak ro you, that ſomæ- 
time or other you ſhall be with me in Paradiſe, which as it is vi 
contrary to the general current of Interpreters Antient and Mo- 
dern, and to all the Antient Tranflations; fo it is ſuch a vio- 
teat ftretch, as deſtroys the Scope and End of that Reply to the 
Penitent Thief, and which dwindles almoſt into juſt nothing, 
that Comfort which our Lord intended to him who ſo miracu- 
louſſy believed in him. Theſe words carmot be underſtood ac- viſſ 
cording to the purpoſe, but when they are conſidered both as 
a tacit Grant of that wonderful Believers Requeſt, and alſo as | 
| giving a Sign'of its being granted. For it is as if our Lord had fron 
laid, shou at have me to remeniber thee when I come to my ii 
Kingdom, yes I aſſiire thee. I will, and for a Sign I tell thee, 
| that this. very. day which is now ſo near a cloſe, thou ſhalt be with 
ue in Paradiſe. Therefore the Ethiopick Verſion has it, truly & 
I ſay 'unto:thes furt hen or moreover, that is, above what you | 
alk, that: thou." (balt he wit me this very day in Paradiſe, and e- 
Caſtalio renders it, hoc tibi Confirm,” houie mecum eris in para- 
io, that is, I Autre you o, thut, for thou ſhalt be with me in 
att very dx˖x˖x˖n˖ ren 
3. This Point is declared very clearly by the Apoſtle St. Paul 
2 Cor. v. 1. For we know, that if our earthly Houſe of this Taber- 
mace were diſſalvæd, we baue 4 Building of God, an Houſe not 
made with bands, eternal in the Heavens. Thefe words plainly | 
intimate that the Faithful ſpall be lodged in a heavenly. Taberna- 
cle, aſſoon as their earthly Houſe is diſſolved: For that which 
the Apoſtle has- an Eye to in this place, is not that final perfect 
tate uhich we 160k for after the Reſurrection and Day of Judg- 
ment, but that intermediat State from Death to the Reſurrection, 
as appears from u. 6. and 8. where he faith, knowing that r hileſt 
we! ate at bom- in the Body, we are abſent from the Lord, and 
Nn. willing 


CY 
kes willing rather to be anyone from the Boch, 9770 to be Prefent with 
inſebe Lord. 
earl 4. i Cents by what St. Paul air Phil: 1. 2310 
| offam in a flrait hetirt two, having a deſire 70 depart, and to 
of ge with Chriſt which is far better, by which Words it appears, 
ds, that true faithful Chriſtians are with Chriſt, ſo ſoon as they 
ne- leave this Life; otherwiſe all Strait betu'ixt the Deſire of Li- 
t is ving and Dying is only Fancy and Ignorance; for there ch 
lo- be no real or reaſonable Cauſe for deliberating about the Choice 
io- pr Preference. What reaſon to deſire to depart, if our Depar- 
the ture hence did not bring us nearer to Chriſt, more in his Pre- 
ng, ſence, and in greater Fellowſhip: with him ? St. Paul's Earneſt 
cu- Meſs to be difloives,, was not from Weakneſs of Mind, or Pee- 
Tviſlneſs of Spirit, or becauſe tis outward Circuniftances were 
uneaſy, which is the only reaſon why ſome hate Life, wifft 
as Death and make away with themſelves. Even Cato did it net 
ad from nobler or better Principles; for he would have ſpare 
my his Life, if he had had the Courage to ſuſtain a Shock of Ford 
e, tune, | to: behold Ceſar 4 Conqueror, and himfelf levelled to a 
1 > ubject: But the Apoſtle gloried more in his Sufferings; - chan 
„iy ny can do in his Honours, Dignities and Preferments; 'He 
ou had learned to be content in every Condition, He was net: un- 
nd kaſy in his Mind; nor ſo weary of his Life, as to think it E 
2. together defpiſabie: He had inward Peace and Joy, which 
in the World — not rob him of, and greater than any the 
World could give him; and therefore only deſired to depart this 
1 Life, as one would paſs from an inferiour to a ſuperiour State, 
- from a leſſer to a greater Conveniency and Happinels z and con- 
ot ſequently his deſiring to depart, aſſures us, that he knew) he 
ly Would be inſtantly poſſeſsd of Bleſſednieſs, by a fuller Evjoy- 
2- ment of Chriſt his Lots, i 
bh But ſome will perhaps object, that $t. Paul might know that 
t would be ſo with him, and therefore had reaſon to willi to. 
depart. But are the Privileges of Apoſtles to be expected By⸗ 
very common Chriſtian? I will not anſwer this, by denying 
l Diſtinction of Perſons, or different Degtees of Glory: in the 


eher World; for there are divers Texts, which both — 
an 


it; nor will this Diſtinction, or theſe different Degrees, breed 


| Glory. 


| ſons that ſhall be glorified. There are Orders and Degrees 


in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, all who die in him, and are juſtified 
| by him, ſhall undoubtedly partake of that Heavenly Glory 
| Bleſſedneſs 3 therefore you ſee the Apoſtle in that forecited Place 
2 Cor. V. 1. ſpeaks generally in the Name of all common Chri- 
ſtians and Believers, for he ſays not I, but we —— earneſtly. 


| 5, If true Chriſtians did not enter on the Poſſeſſion of true 


dying, Death would be no Gain to them, as St. Paul ſup 
it would be to him Phil. 1. 21. 
| from the 
ſiderable time before the End of it, would be miſera 
| ſo long depriv'd of their Hopes and Rewards. If Chriſt be not 


poſes | 


and Believers have with Chriſt in this Life, be not perfect, yet 
it gives them a Peace which paſſes all Underſtanding, a Foy un- 
ſpeakable, and full of Glory, It does not make them altogether 


: 
F 
, 


which naturally follow them, and it puts more Gladneſs into 
their Hearts, than any can have by Corn, Wine or Oil, 
| greateſt 


and in a manner aſſert it, as there are very good Reaſons for e 


any Confuſion, or raiſe any Emulation or Murmuring among 
| theſe Spirits of juſt Men made perfect; for as far as the Lord's 
| Preſence goes, there is Fulneſs of Joy; and fo all of every Or- 
der and Degree, ſhall have Fulneſs of Satisfaction, and ſhall be- 
hold the peculiar Diſtinction and Privilege of ſome with Admi- 
| ration and Delight, ſeeing it does not diminiſh their Joy and 
No doubt the firſt Place is given to the Apoſtles and 
Prophets, and to thoſe who turn others to Righteouſneſs, whom | 
Daniel ſays, (ball ſhine as Stars in the Firmament, that is, they 
| ſhall be as Stars of the firſt Magnitude, tho? not the only Per- 


among the Angels, but even the loweſt Order has all deſirable 


I! Happineſs ; ſo tho' there be a Diſtinction of righteous Perſons, Þ 
| yet all ſhall ſee God, all ſhall be made like him, all who believe 


and 


Bleſſedneſs immediately after Death, they ſhould be at a loſs by 


Then thoſe who died before 
Beginning of the World, as all who ſhall = any con- 
le, becauſe 


| more enjoyed after Death, then Death does not make them who 
| die in the Lord more bleſſed; for tho the Communion which Saints { 
| 


inſenſible of Croſſes and Afflictions, but it works a Contempt pi 
of them, it makes them Proof againſt all the Evil and Prejudice, . 


or the 


C7 
greateſt abundance of earthly Things; fo that their State here 
3s better than that in the other World betwixt Death and the 
Reſurrection, if then there be no greater Communion with Chriſt, 
nor more Satisfaction upon it, and conſequently their Death is 
ho A& of particular Kindneſs, but rather a Puniſhment which is 
very abſurd. 

Thus [ have proved fully the Truth of the firſt Point propo- 
Jed, that the Bleſſedneſs of them who dye in the Lord com- 
menceth immediately after Death. 


om 2. The Second Thing ſet before us here, is the Nature of 
ey this Bleſſedneſs, which firſt is 2 Reſt from their Labours. 
er- Labour and Burden is a Common Metaphor in Scripture, as 


ell as other Authors, for any kind of Trouble or Miſery. So 
then, when it is ſaid, that they ſhall reſt from their Labours, the 
Meaning is, that they ſhall be free from all manner of Trouble, 
that they ſhall not feel the Preſſures and Grievances of this 
orld any more, nor any thing elſe which may vex or fret 
hem, or put them to Pain or Grief. Here Man is born to trou- 
le, as the Sparks fly upwards. And as the Son of Sirach ſays, 
Great Travel is created for every Man, and an heavy Toke is up- 
bn the Sons of Adam, from the Day that they go out of their 
other's Womb, till the Day that they return to the Mother of 
tall things. Their Imagination of things to come, and the Day 
pf Death trouble their Thoughts, and cauſe Fear of Heart: 
From him that ſitteth on a Throne of Glory, unto him that is 
Þumbled in Earth and Aſhes , from bim that weareth purple 
nd a Crown, unto him that is cloathed with a Linnen Frock. 
Wrath and Envy, Trouble and Unquietneſs, Fear of Death, An- 
per, Strife, and inthe time of Reſt upon his Bed his Night Sleep 
do change his Knowledge, a little or nothing is his Nef, and af- 
erwards he is in his Sleep, as in a Day of keeping Watch, trou- 
Bled in the Viſion of his Heart, as if he were eſcaped out of a 
Battel, &c. Eccleſ. 40. 1. Thus all Men as Men, and as Inha- 
ÞHitants of this World, are lyable to divers Calamities ; for ſome- | 
imes there are frightful Commotions of the Elements, which 
pompoſe the natural and material World; at other times the Ci- 
vil State is ſhaken and turned upſide down; and by both theſe fo 
YER B many 


[8] 
many particular Chances and Changes do happen, that none can Jncli 
have true Security, or perfe& Peace. The beſt State 1n this guri 
World has a Mixture of Evil in it; ſo that all here have their Hiſhi 
Labours and Burdens of one kind or another, and all are leſs or muſt 
more diſquieted. But beſides theſe common Calamities of Man- heen 
kind, they that fear the Lord and believe his Word, have pro- Bt 
per Labours which do not affect others; for they are ſometimes got « 
| perſecuted for the Faith and keeping a good Conſcience ; and hut! 
they do always ſtruggle with the Vices of the World, and with it 

their own inherent Corruption. Many, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, are Hecet 
| the troubles of the righteous, and the godly, faith St. Paul, are who 
appointed to Aſlictions. But that is only here in this Life, forgarat 
hereafter they ſhall reſt from all their Labours ; ſo when this pith. 
Life ends, all their Sorrow and Trouble ends too: When theyſhe 8 
| remove hence, they wreſtle neither with Principalities and Pow-Wor! 
| ers, nor with evil Spirits or evil Men; for that State into which make 
they are received is always calm and quiet, nor is there anyMent: 
| Diſpoſition among the Spirits which dwell in it, to moleſt onehe ſo! 
another either ſecretly or openly. In a word, none of the Evilsree c 
of this Life happen there, nor any thing which can give thehe a a 
Teaſt Diſturbance or Vexation ; therefore it is written, God ſballſheir 
wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there ſhall be no moreQſcap' 
death, neither ſorrow nor crying, neither ſhall there be any mareFwho 
pain, for the former things are paſſed away, as it is Rev. 21. 4. Kin 
Further it is certain, that immediately after Death there is@ued 
Reſt to the Godly ; for that State, into which they are carried, Hono 
is quite different from this preſent. It is of another nature, andſure; 
| muſt be free of Trouble, becauſe that which is the Cauſe of all$njoy 
| Evil and Trouble here, has no Place there. "Theſe Briars and$ hol 
Thorns which are in every way we go, and in every Field weſhis p 

| walk, were produc'd by Sin, and it is on that account they areBoſon 
continued and ſuffered to abound ſo much. But Sin entreth nothing 
into that bleſſed State prepared for the Faithful hereafter. Theyflition 
that dye in the Lord have neither Guilt nor Sin: Not GuiltShers, 
| becauſe they are juſtified and waſhed in the Blood of the;LainbFeaſed 
| which makes them white as Snow ; and with the mortal Bodygre be 
| of Fleſh, they alſo put off the Body of Sin, and all its Members 
_ Inclt- 


1 
an Inclinations and Affections. Being therefore both juſtified and 
lis $urified, there can be no more occafion for either ſevere Pu- 
sir Hiſhments or fatherly Chaſtiſements, and conſequently there 
or Muſt be a pure Reſt from all Labours, none of which had ever 
n- geen laid upon us, unleſs for Sin. 

But then again, the Happineſs of that State after Death does 
ot conſiſt in a bare or ſimple Reſt from Labours ; for that is 
but Part or half Happineſs, or rather only a neceſſary Preparation 
> it : Indeed Indolency is requiſite, but ſomething beſides is 
re heceſſary to render one bleſſed. Health is moſt valuable, and he 
re Who is in perfect Health we call happy: But it is only com- 
for haratively in reſpect of the Sick and Diſeaſed; for Health alone 
nis hithout other Comforts would not rejoyce the Heart, nor ſatis 
ey he Soul: Indeed without Health all- the Advantages of this 
W- World are inſipid, and of little uſe : But neither does Health 
ch nake us eaſy, unleſs there be more or leſs of other Enjoy- 
nyMents. So if thoſe who dye in the Lord be bleſſed, there muſt 
nee ſomething more done to them, than to put them into a State, 
:ilsSree of Pain, Trouble, Sorrow or Miſery : Their Reſt muſt not 
heſſe a dull Repoſe, without either Action or actual Enjoyment 
heir Reſt muſt be ſuch as they are ſaid to have, who having 
cap'd a dreadful and dangerous Storm, return to their Friends, 
rho welcome them with Joy and chearful Entertainments ; as 
King who returns victorious from a grievous War, having ſub- 
 isRued his Enemies and eſtabliſh'd a Peace, which procures him 
ed, Honour, Eaſe and Plenty. Their Reſt is attended with true Plea- 
ndgure ; they are made to reſt from their Labours, that they ma 
Enjoy freely and fully thoſe pure and ſpiritual Delights, whic 
holy Soul is capable of, but which cannot be fo 2 in 
weſhis preſent Life. Their Reſt is as that of Lazarus in Abrabams 
areBoſom, where he did not fleep, but was comforted with good 
10tFhings, becauſe of thoſe evil he formerly received. Their Con- 
jeyflition is like that of the Prodigal, after his Return to his Fa- 
ilt chers Houſe, where not only his former Shame and Miſery 
ob Feaſed, but where he had all that his Heart could wiſh, They 
dyare both delivered from their Trouble, and alſo comforted for 


ers B 2 All 


e114 


[ 10 ] 
all the Days in which they were afflicted; therefore it is ſaic 
that their Works follow them. 
3. This is the Third Inſtance of their Bleſſedneſs, which al 
ſo compleats it. 
Now the Works which are ſaid to follow them, are thoſg 
which elſewhere are called the Works of the Lord, which 
St. Paul exhorts every one to abound in, viz. Thoſe Works of 
good Deeds which he commands, that are agreeable to his Hog | 
ly Nature and Will, that are done for, and really tend to hig 
Praiſe and Glory, and which are for the Good and Honour off. 
his Church, and the Comfort of his Servants, during their Pil. 
grimage on Earth; ſome of them are mention'd in the preceding 
Verſe, vis. patience, keeping the commanaments, and the faith 
of  Feſus. Theſe are not to be disjoined but kept together 31 
and who carefully obſerve theſe, will not be barren and uny 1 
fruitful, but will bear much Fruit, and ſhew many good Works. ; 
The Faith of Jeſus is not a mere Speculation floating in the“ 
Brain; it is a warm fervent and active Principle, which ſets all c 
the Powers and Faculties a working; He that truly believes 18 / 
not idle, He doth not fold his Hands, fit ſtill and only talk 3 
| He is diligent and induſtrious, and always exerting himſelf tofj t 
the utmoſt to pleaſe his Lord, and to do good unto Men. Nor 
doth he labour in vain, for he has Divine Aſſiſtance to enable I 
him to work, and all his Works follow him: By this is meant v 
the true Remembrance of them, and the reaping the Fruit off 
P 
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them. When Dorcas died, the Widows and others about her, 
ſhewed to Peter, the Coats and Garments which ſhe wrought 
for the Poor, They told him how ſhe was full of good Works 
and Alms-deeds, which mov'd him to exert his miraculous! 
Power to bring her to Life, So when the faithful Servants of 
God depart this Life, the Book of Remembrance is opened, in 
which their Works are Regiſtred; their own Guardian Angels! 
receive them, and preſent them to God with an Account of 
their Faith and Piety; they declare their unfeigned Faith, 
their fincere Repentance, their joyful Hope, their large and true c 
| Charity, their ardent Zeal, their fervent Prayers, their devout 
| Attendance on God's Word and Ordinances, their Patience when v 
they 


[nm] 
they themſelves ſuffered, and their Compaſſion towards the Affli- 
ction of others, their Victory over the Devil, the World and the 


Fleſh, and all the other Acts of their Holy Obedience. And 


the Angels of thoſe whom they relieved, aſſiſted, and did any 


had the pe 


ood to, do alſo bear witneſs, and joyn effectually in recom- 
mending them to God and to Jeſus Chriſt, for which they are ap- 


proved, and appointed the Rewards of well-doing. Then they 
1 ſee to their unſpeakable Comfort, that the Lord is faithful, and 


4 that all are bleſſed who believe. 


Then they take their Place in 
the Aſſembly of the Firſt-born, and enter upon the Poſſeſſion 


114 of thoſe good Things, which God has laid up for them that love 
him. They are led to the Tree of Life in the midſt of the 


Paradiſe of God, and by the Fruit of that Tree, they are ſecu- 


red from the Second Death. In the mean time, there is given 


unto them to eat of the hidden Manna, and a white ſtone and a 
new name, which no man knoweth, ſave he who receiveth it. 


I They get a ſurprizing and a comfortable View of God, and have 
A clear Notions of his infinite Perfections. 


e Per s. They behold Jeſus the 
Author and Finiſher of their Faith fitting at the right hand, from 


:J whence he ſhines upon them by the Rays of his 3 They 
De 


then are made ſenſible of the pure, perfect and ſpiritua lights 
which a Soul is capable of, and feel them to tranſcend far all the 


I Pleaſures of the Body. O! what a great and ſudden Change is 


wrought upon them that dye in the Lord ! if a Child when born 
rfe& Uſe of Senſe and Reaſon, how would it be tranſ- 

rted at the difference betwixt its former dark, narrow, and un- 
eaſy Confinement, and this ſpacious World ! what Raptures 
wou'd it have in beholding the Light, and all thoſe beautiful 


Objects, with which this World is adorned : But as the Paradiſe 
on the other fide the Grave is infinitely; better than any State 
in here, it exceeds all our preſent Notions; ſo who can expreſs or 
imagine the Joy, the raviſhing Tranſports which a Soul muſt 
have upon its Tranſlation thither ! O how bleſſed are they who 


ſee themſelves far out of the Reach of any Evil! who are en- 


compaſs'd with the higheſt Expreſſions of Divine Love, and 
Jare entertain'd with the Praiſe and Rejoycings of Holy Angels 
I what Pleaſure mult it be to reflect on the Wiſdom, the Certainty, 


and 
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and the Profit of their paſt Choice of God! what Joy to ſee Þ 
that they have neither lived nor laboured in vain ! what Con- F 
tentment to behold ſure and plentiful Proviſions of Eternal Fe- 
Aicity ! what Satisfaction muſt there be in the Enjoyment of a | 
preſent State, which exceeds all their former Conceptions, and 
yet at the ſame time to have an aſſured Expectation of a grea- | 
ter! For tho' this State into which the Faithful enter, preſent- A 
ly after Death, be as has been proved a State of Bleſſedneſs, yet 
we look for a greater Bleſſedneſs after the Reſurrection; becauſe 
then, and not till then, are given the great and final Rewards 
promiſed in Scripture. Thus you ſee the Truth and Meaning 
of the Text, and by what hath been ſaid you may underſtand 
the Bleſſedneſs of them that dye in the Lord. 

I crave leave to draw ſome Inferences. And 

Firſt, What has been ſaid does —_— make void the Do- 
ctrine of Purgatory impoſed by the Church of Rome, and which 
was made an Article of Faith by the Council of Trent ; if all 
| who dye in the Lord be immediately bleſſed, and if all of them 
| reſt gd from their Labours, then certainly no ſcorching 
Flames, nor grie vous Pain, nor Torments can touch them. Pur- 
gatory is inconſiſtent with this Text, as with all the others that 
ſpeak of the State of Departed Souls. Nor is there any one 
Text of true Canonical Scripture, which could ſuggeſt it to any 
not prepoſſeſs d before-hand. Nay, it is as little favoured by 
Tradition as by Scripture, I mean true Catholick Tradition, ac- 

cording to the Standart of Vincentius, Lyrinen{is, namely, quod 
ab omnibus, quod ubique, quod ſemper. The firſt rr, pureſt 
Ages of the Church knew nothing of Purgatory. It only crept 
into the later Ages, when Ignorance prevail'd by miſtaking ſome 
| unwary or doubtful Expreſſions of the Antient Fathers, which 
— cunning Perſons encourag'd, to ſupport ſome gainful Pra- 
ices, 

Secondly, as the true Senſe and Illuſtration of this Text de- 
| ſtroys the Doctrine of Pargatory, and conſequently the Infal- 
{ Uibility of the Church of Rome ; fo it clearly ſhews the Error 
| of the Socinians, concerning the State of Souls until the Reſur- 
rection; for they caſt the Soul after Death into a profound 
By Sleep, 
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Sleep, which renders it both unactive and inſenſible of 
either Pain or Pleaſure. If it was ſo the Voice from Hea- 
en ſaid not true, that bleſſed are the dead who dye in the 
ord from henceforth For certainly Bleſſedneſs ſuppoſes | 
both the Happineſs of ones State and ee and alſo 
the true Senſe of it. But they make little of gainſaying Scriptures 
And their Notions both in this, and other particulars are as in- 
conſiſtent with true Philoſophy and Reaſon, as with Scripture. 
For both theſe and this teach that the Soul is diſtin& from 
the Body, that the Death of the Body does not annihilate or de- 
ſtroy the Soul, that the Soul may and can live in a ſeparate State. 
And if it be not actually annihilated, it muſt think and have 
actual Senſations ; for Inaction and Inſenſibility is altogether in- 
conſiſtent with the Exiſtence of a Spirit or Rational Being. There 
can be no ſuch thing as a Souls ſleeping properly, for when the 
Soul ceaſes to think or perceive it myſt alſo ceaſe to he. Where- 
fore if we reaſon from the nature of a Soul, we. are oblig'd to 
conclude, that the Soul may ſubſiſt after Death, and alſo be 
ſenſible of its State and Circumſtances. And if we believe the 
Scripture, we can neither deny the Souls Exiſtence after Death, 
nor the immediate happineſs of them who die in the Lord, To 
liſten to the Socinians, is to forſake the Scripture, and alſo to 
quit the guidance of true Philoſophy. > 1d Haba 
Thirdly, That which has been delivered from this. Text, 
may ſhew us how to decide the Queſtion, whether the Souls of 
Believers do immediatly go to Heaven? This is debated among 
Proteſtants, and was alſo among the Antient Fathers : Some held 
the Negative, and others the affirmative, and what-if both ſay 
true? This will be no Paradox, for when the matter is ſuffi- 
ciently cleared, they will be found to ſpeak the ſame thing, 
and both agreeably to Scripture ; ſo that all the difference be- 
twixt them 1s 1n the acceptation of ſome Words and Phraſes, 
which one underſtands ſtrictly, and the other in all their Lati- 
tude. For they who ſay that the Souls of the Faithful do ĩm- 
mediatly after Death paſs into Heaven, do not deny that they 
ſhall be in a different State after the Reſurrection of the Body. 
Nor do they deny their preſent immediate bleſſedneſs, who ay 
| that 
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that they go not to Heaven till the laſt Day of Judgment. Are 
there not degrees of Glory, and different States of Bleſſedneſs? 


and may not the loweſt be called Heaven truly both in Compa- ſti 


riſon of this World, and alſo with reſpe& to the real effects and 
conſequences of it, This intermediate State into which the Faith- 
ful are reccived at Death is Heaven, as the Suburbs of a City is 
uſually called the City, and where one may alſo both behold and 
partake of the Splendor and Plenty of the City. In this State 
they are glorified, but yet have not all the glory that is promiſed, 
| Our higheſt Thoughts of Heaven at preſent, are certainly ſhort 
of the Felicity and Glory of this intermediat State, where the 
Soul, while it is without the Body, ſhall have all Content and 
Satisfaction. But as the Reſurrection of the Body is both cer- 
tain and evident, ſo then the State of the Righteous ſhall be 
changed, and they (hall be further advanc'd into another ſome- 
| what better, and yet more glorious : For the laſt Diſpenſations 
are always moſt glorious. Nor indeed is it ſuitable to diſtri- 
| bute final Rewards till the Day of ſolemn Judgment be paſt. 
The State immediately after Death, 1s not as this Life, a State 
of Purgation or Tryal : It is not in Danger to be loſt, nor is 
it a State of Hope only 3 for there is true certain Fruition in it; 
| but we know, becauſe it is clearly revealed, that it is to be ſuc- 
| ceeded by another, and therefore alſo by ſomething which ex- 
ceeds it in Glory. Wherefore certainly the Souls of thoſe who 
dye in the Lord are immediately bleſſed, and do preſently enter 
into Paradiſe, which is one part of Heaven; they are taken 
| within the outer Courts of that Temple of God which is above, 
and which gives them both true and full Joy at preſent : But 
it does not ſeem proper, and therefore not reaſonable to think, 
that they ſhould enter into the holieſt of Holies, till all things 
be fulfilled and concluded. When the Number of the Eled is 
completed, then they are all cloathed in white, and crowned, 
and led together unto the Throne of God, and then it is that 
they receive all the Promiſes in all their Fulneſs and Perfection. 
| Fourthly, The Proſpect of this After-ſtate, of them who dye 
in the Lord, clears the whole OEconomy 
moves all Objectious againſt his Providence. Look back from 


this, 


of God, and re- 
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his, and you ſhall be ſenſible of the wonderful Wiſdom of his 
ontrivances, of the admirable Reaſon of his various Diſpenſa- 
ions to the Children of Men, and why ſo many evil and bitter 
hings are given here to the pious and faithful ; for now it is 
lear that this does not happen, becauſe God negle&s them, and 
takes no care of them; but that having their evil things in this 
Life, they may be prepared and qualified for thoſe nen 
Comforts hereafter. 

By this we have a convincing Proof of the Wiſdom and Pro- 
fitableneſs of Piety and Religion, which ſome are at great Pains 
to run down, and others {light and mock at. You who judge 
all Believers credulous Fools, and who reckon all to be ſimple 
that are pious, be adviſed to contemplate their State on the other 
{ide the Grave, and then tell me who are the wiſe Men, and 
who the Fools of this World > Who does beſt, he that mortifies 
the Fleſh, or he that pampers it 2 He that forſakes the Pleaſure 
of Sin which are only for a Seaſon, or he that indulges' them 
to his Eternal Sorrow? He that gives himſelf to Piety, or he 
that follows his Luſts? The covetous Worldling, or he that is 
liberal and charitable 2 Whether is the Fate of Lazarus, or that 
of the Rich Glutton moſt deſirable > Who now can deny the 
Reaſonableneſs of believing Moſes and the Prophets, and of gi- 
ving our ſelves up to the Guidance of Chriſt and his Apoſtles? 
For if we follow them, they will lead us when we remove 
hence to true perfect and eternal Blefſedneſs : Whereas if we 
refuſe to hearken unto them in this World, we ſhall have no 
Friends in the other, but ſhall be left to groan in Miſery to 
all Eternity. | Wh O50 e | 

Fifthly, This Doctrine is to be 'remembred to make us eaſy, 
when Death approacheth to us. We fee Death is unavoidable. 
None can be fo fooliſh as to think to eſcape it, and what other 


Comfort againſt Death, than this which the Text gives? If we 
cannot lay hold on this, Death is terrible, and we may tremble 
at its Approaches. But if we ſincerely believe in Chriſt, repent 
of our Sins, and can ſay that we have walked before God with a 
perfect Heart, and have endeavor'd to do that which is good in 
his Sight, then we ſhould rejoyce at Death, as an Heir when 
he comes to be of Age, and is to oy "mo with the , 
| an 
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and Inheritance of his Family. 


Indeed at Death we muſt part 


t. 


with-this World and all that we have here, and why ſhould t! 


we not do it chearfully > What reaſon to regard this Stuff ? 
When in Exchange we receive an Inheritance immortal, incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and which lies in Heaven, that is not lyable 
to Revolutions aud Changes. 


There is now no Reaſon to be 


diſquieted with the Fear of Death. On the contrary, we ſhould o. 


always live in the joyful Expectation of it; and therefore all 
our Care ſhould be to live well, to walk holily, to do good, 
and to be rich in good Works, that we may have the Comfort 
of aying in the Lord, and ſo of being eternally bleſled. _ 

Finally, That which has been ſaid, ſhould! be remembred to 
abate our Grief, at the Departure of our dear Friends and Rela- 


tions, if there be ground enough for Charity to believe and 


hope that they have died in the Lord: Some Tears are natural, 
and therefore allowahle when we muſt part with thoſe we love: 
But exceſſive Sorrow, is from too great Selfiſnneſs, or it ſhews 
that our Faith is weak, and that we do not act and carry our 
ſelves ſuitably and conſequentially to our Faith and Profet 


it be reaſonable to mourn and tear the Hair, becauſe our Friend 


is delivered from the Gout or Stone, or becauſe he has eſcap'd 


a Storm and was got ſafe a ſhore ? It is not much more rea- 


ſonable, to grieve immoderately for the Death of true and ſin- 


cere Chriſtians; for them whom we have reaſon to hope were 
reconciled to God by Faith and true Repentance with the Fruits 
of good Works, ſeeing by their Death they are delivered from 
Vanity: and Vexation of Spirit, and entred upon true Bleſſed- 
neſs: Wherefore' St. Paul ſaith,” I would not have you to be 
ignorant brethren, concerning tbem who are aſleep, that ye 
ſorrow. not even. as others which haue no hope, 1 Theſſ. iv. 13. 
according to which, our Church ordereth to commit the Body 
of our fellow Chriſtians to the Earth, with giving of Thanks 


to God, for that it bath: pleaſed him to deliver them aut of the 


miſeries of this life. | | 
Theſe are uſeful and comfortable Meditations at all times, 


And I bave judg'd them proper now that it hath pleaſed God to 


take 


100. 
Indeed the Death of a wicked Man is ſad and deplorable : But 
the Death of the Righteous is true matter of Rejoycing. Would 


El 
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take out of this Life, that moſt worthy Prelate who has foverti'd 


this important See of London, ſo long even for Thirty Eight 


Years, and that too with great Honour and Uprightneſs. If we 
regard our ſelves and our preſent Intereſt there 1s Reaſon to de- 
plore the loſs of him. But on his account like true Believers 

and Chriſtians we ſhould rejoyce, being well aſſured that he is | 


only Tranſlated to greater Honour and Happineſs, the undoubt- | 


ed Reward of his Piety and good Deeds : Theſe will' be had 
in everlaſting Remembrance before God. And therefore they 
ſhould not be buried in Oblivion by us, who had the Benefit of 
them. Certainly they ought to be written and preſerved for do- 
iog juſt honour to his Memory, and for exciting our Imitation, 
that following his Example we may alſo when our appointed 


time is come, be thought worthy'to enter into that bleſſed State, 


where we hope and believe he now is. 

Though this good Man out of his great Humility ordered 
himſelf to be buried with all privacy, yet Juſtice and Gratitude 
require to take leave of him with ſuitable Honour and Reſpect. 
And therefore J judge it moſt proper to make an honourable 


mention of him, here in a Church of which he was Patron, 


and of which he had always a paternal Care, I with that the 
Reverend Doctor of this Church was here, for he would be fitter 
to draw. his Character. But feeing Providence has honoured me 
with this opportunity, I very gladly lay hold on it to make you 


| ſenſible: of what a Bleſſing he was to this Church, and that I 


may expreſs my own juſt eſteem of him, and my grateful ſenſe 
of the particular obligations I lay under. Nor ſhall my affection 
tranſport me to undue Exceſſes, or to fulfome Flattery which 
is too common on ſuch! occaſions. I ſhall only lay before you 
ſome few juſt things which I know by the honour of near 
Twenty Years Acquaintance, and of ſomewhat more than an or- 
dinary Intimacy. 

His Birth made him Honourable; for his Family is one of 
the firſt, and beſt, and moſt Illuſtrious in the Kingdom. And 


| his Father the Earl of Northampton was an Eminetit Perſon, - who 
|. will be ever honoured in — 


Let this is the leaſt part of 


the Biſhops Character. Certainly Quality ougfit to be honour- 


| ed, but there are other things more honourable, as Virtue, Pi- 
C 2 


ety, 
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ety, Knowledge, and Generofity. Theſe are preferable to bare 


Quality: But yet it cannot be denied, that they alſo are more 


Illuſtrious when joyned to it as here: Even as Solomon obſerves, 
that Wiſdom is good with an Inheritance. | 


Quality in this Perſon was not defaced by Vices, nor debaſed 
by a mean Spirit; for He poſſeſſed ſuch greatneſs of mind as 


made him abhor what was fordid, and to reliſh only that which 
was Virtuous and Praiſe-worthy. 

Some if they can pretend any Relation to a Family, or have 
any Anceſtor to boaſt of, they are lifted up above meaſure, they 
are {ſwelled with Pride, they keep at a contemptuous diſtance, 
and look upon Inferiors with diſdain, as if they were another 


Species of Men, who could not pretend to the ſame Nature, nei- 
ther were equal in all things ſubſtantial and eſſential. But this 


Prelate was clothed with Humility, which rendred him affable, 
courteous, of eaſy acceſs, and ready to receive the Applications 
of the meaneſt Perſon : So that He was not more a Gentleman 
by Birth, than by his generous Temper, his noble Endowments, 
and weli-bred Behavior, which pay'd due Reſpect to all, and 


was never ſhocking to any. Nor was his familiar way of treat- 


ing all prejudicial to himſelf, by expoſing him to Affronts; for 
it was manag'd with ſuch Prudence and Diſcretion, as did oblige 
all to carry towards him with ſuitable Reſpect and Veneration. 


When this moſt Worthy Perſon took upon him the Office of a 


Biſhop, and eſpecially when he accepted the See of London, he 
might have taken St, Paul's Motto, Not yours but you, which be- 
comes a true Paſtor, and puts him in mind of the end of his Of- 
tice. - For he came not into this great Poſt, with intention to en- 
rich himſelf, but to do good to the Souls and Bodies of others. 
He did not ſtudy his own Gain and Proſit, nor indulge his Eaſe, 
nor ſeek his private Repoſe. But he had before him the publick 
good of Church and State, and conſidered what might be for the 
Advantage of this City and Dioceſe, and ſo ſet himſelf with all 
Zeal to promote the ſame. For this cauſe he viſited his Dioceſe 
often, Preached and Confirmed every where, and actively and 


induſtricuſly defended by his Learning and Authority, as he re- 


comu ended by his Example the Doctrine, the Worſhip, and Con- 


aſtray 


ſtitution of our Church, that thoſe who were unhappily gone 
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aſtray might be Reclaimed, and others preſerv'd in the good old 


* Right Apoſtolical Way. And therefore alſo he had a watchfal 


Eye over all Errors, and did carefully advert to the ſeveral Arts 
and Means of propagating them ; for obviating which, he em- | 
ployed fit Inſtruments and put them upon proper and effeQual | 


| Methods. 


His Zeal for our Church and Religion was conſtant, and came 
not by fits and ſtarts. He was not High and Low, Warm and 


Remiſs as it ſuited with the Times, and was agreeable to the | 


humours of either Court or People. But as Truth changeth nor, 
ſo he always adhered to it, however it was applauded, or what- | 
ſoe ver inconveniency it brought to himſelf. He ſcorn'd to be 


meanly obſequious to Perſons or Parties; but as became an Over- 
ſeer of God's Houſe, he joyned Men and regarded them, as he | 


perceived their [nclinations to the Church and Proteſtant Reli- | 
gion, which he would never forego to ſerve any other Intereſt. 
He was no ſmall Favourite of that Prince which advanc'd him | 
to this high Poſt of London, and the” he was told by ſome about 


him, which | learn'd from himſelf, what ſecret Inclinations that 
Prince had to the Roman Catholick Religion, yet he was not 
ſhaken in his Reſolutions, neither would forbear a zealous oppo- 


ſition to that falſe Religion ; as he was not. over-awed by the 


open Profeſſion and avowed Deſigns of the Prince who ſucceed- 
ed. But in both Reigns, without either fear or fainting, he 


maintain'd the true eſtabliſn'd Religion of this Church, employ- 
ing and encouraging the ableſt Pens to undertake the Defence of 
It, and to expoſe the contrary Errors; by which means the Peo- 
ple were guarded, and both the cunning artful Practices and 
bold Attempts of the Enemy were defeated, iel 

And as this good Biſhop had a true Zæal againſt the Corrup- 
tions of the Church of Rome, ſo he diſtinguiſh'd judiciouſly be- 
twixt the Innovations and Corruptions of that Church, and the 
Remainders of pure and primitive Antiquity which were to be 
found there. His Zeal was guided with Knowledge and Diſcre- 
tion, and ſo was always kept within its due bounds. He did 
not as ſome ſuffer an averſion to Popery, to run into Fanaticiſin, 


and to beget a diſlike of all Antiquity, Order, Decency, and 


well compoſed Forms, which as experience ſhews can only ſe- 
| cure | 
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eure againſt Innovations, and preſerve the Purity of Faith and 
Worſhip. 
withſtood all other Diſſenters as well as Papiſts, knowing that 
our Church, Religion, and Conſtitution, both Civil and Eccle- 
ſiaſtical were in Danger by them as much as the other. For 
this cauſe, he ordered his Clergy to inſtru their People clear- 


ly about theſe matters, to remove their Prejudices, and to detect 


the Errors of theſe Diſturbers of our Zion and Feruſalem, And 
certainly if Scripture, if Reaſon, if Learning and good Senſe be 
ſufficient to ſtop Mens Mouthes , theſe Herds of Gain-ſayers 
might have ceaſed their bellowing long ago; and if Truth and 
Conviction were that which they aim'd at, they would have 
ſurrendred themſelves ; for theſe were given to the full, by the 
many excellent Diſcourſes and Treatiſes which on this occafion 
were written and publiſhed, by the Advice and at the Command 
of this good and faithful Biſhop. And he put others upon wri- 
ting becauſe he had no leifure himſelf, not becauſe he could not 
do it; for by his ſeveral Charges to his Clergy and his Confe- 
rences with them, it appears that if he would he could write 
on any Subject as learnedly and effectually as any. 
While I take notice of his oppoſition to the other Adverſaries 
of our Faith and Religion, I ought not to paſs over in ſilence 
his true abhorrency of Socinianiſm, which he ſhewed on all oc- 
caſions, And the few. words he ordered to be put upon his 
Graveſtone, are a plain and publick Declaration that he judg'd 
this Hereſy Damnable, and the I maths it ſtruck at moſt precious, 
becauſe the ſure Foundation of all Comforts. I have often heard 
him regret thoſe Defects of our Diſcipline which bound up the 
Hands of Biſhops, and rendred the Cenſuring Hereticks flow and 
difficult. But to compenſate this in ſome meaſure, he ſhlewed all 
Marks of his private Diſpleaſure to ſuch as were tainted with theſe 
Errors, and he avoided all fellowſhip with tliem. 

Thus it may appear that like a true Paſtor, he both gave the 
Example of a time ſound Faith, and alſo endeavoured to pre- 
ſerve others in the fame. 

And as this moſt venerable Prelate was 
| ſound: Dodrine, a pure and uncorrupted Faith; ſo He was no 
leſs: zealous. for good Works. He did not place Religion in 

Pp ; dry 


And therefore as became a wiſe and good Man, he 


zealous for 


ect . 
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dry Notions or barren Speculations, nor did He think a Set of 


[Orthodox Principles alone, would glorify God or recommend 


him to his Favour; therefore he would not give himſelf up 
to a mere contemplative Life, which 1s fruitleſs. He judged 
rightly, that 'twas a Sin in a publick Perſon to ſhut himſelf up 
like a Recluſe, and to decline the Uneaſineſs and Fatigue of Bufi- 
neſs. Whoſoever, ſaith our Lord, would be great, let bim be: 
your miniſter, and whoſoever would be chief, let him be your ſer- 
vant, Wherefore as ſoon as this excellent Perſon came into this 
High and Honourable Station of London, He owned the Obli- 
gations to an active Life, and accordingly was moſt induſtrious 
in doing all the good he was capable of. His Door was open 
at all Hours to them who depended on him, and had to do 
with him; He received their Applications kindly, he did not 
weary them with frequent and unneceſſary Attendance, but per- 
formed ſpeedily what he promifed and did undertake if in his 
own Power. He himſelf deviſed many uſeful and generous 
things, as He was — ready to receive whatever was offered 
by others. There needed nothing to engage him to any Pro- 


ject, but a Conviction that it was good. Being once perſwaded 


of this, He entred with a hearty Reſolution, and was not diſ- 


couraged with Difficulties, nor diverted by political Conſidera- 
tion, tho* he could ſpy and foreſee. them as ſoon as any Man. 
But that which depended upon himſelf was done without any 
unneceſſary Delay; and what he could not effectuate by himſelf, 
he confider'd whoſe Concurrence was neceſſary to have it done: 
And for this cauſe, he never wearied, nor ſpared any pains, 
but went up and down continually ſolliciting Perſons to forward 
what he believed was for the Honour of God, the Service of 
Religion, the publick Good, or the generous Relief of particular 
Perſons. This was not agreeable to felfiſh and narrow-ſou['d 
Men, who therefore conſpir'd to miſrepreſent him, for Eclipfing ; 
his Influence. Web 
None was more given to Hoſpitality. His Houſe was open 
and free to all ſorts of Men. There the Rich and Great were 


honourably entertain'd, that he might gently oblige them to ad- 


here to the true publick Intereſt of Church and State, and al- 
ſo to favour his pious Undertakings and generous Applications. 
0 And 
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And there the Poor and Needy were plentifully refreſhed : For 


| not the bleſſing of him that was ready to periſh. 


As the Charity Schools are moſt beneficial ro the Publick, no 
leſs than to the Children educated in them, ſo he was a great 


Encourager of them; and did alſo give Education to not a few 7 
Sons of Clergy-men and decayed Gentlemen. This he did ſe- 


cretly, becauſe his Motive was not Oſtentation and vain Glory; 
but now it ought to be proclaimed openly for an Example unto 
others. He did not like too many, only reſolve on good Works, 
but put off the doing them till they are leaving the World. 
His good Works are not to be learn'd from his Will; for he did 


all in his Life, and left nothing to be done after his Death, but | 


that which could not be done before: And indeed it is ſome mat- 
ter of Wonder that he was able to do ſo much. Among other 
good Deeds he propoſed to himſelf, there was that one of aug- 
menting poor Livings for the greater Encouragement of them 
who ſerv'd them. And to give an Example to others, he pur- 
chas'd an Impropriation in Efex, and from the Time of the 
Purchaſe, the Clergy-man who ſerv'd the Cure receiv'd all the 
Profits; for he would not pretend the Common Saying that 
Charity begins at home, tho' many in his Circumſtances would 
have uſed it. The perpetual Annexation of this Impropriation 
to the Church, was made ſure by his Will in caſe of ſudden 
Death : But not long ago he made it over by a legal and formal 
Deed, to which I my ſelf was a Witneſs, He is a chearful Gi- 


ver who gives in his own time. But he who ſtill hoards up, 


and parts with nothing till Death, is to be ſuſpe&ed of doing it 
even then grudgingly, and only becauſe he can keep it no longer. 

It would take up a longer time than 1s here allowed, to re- 
member all his good Deeds, all the Inſtances of his Piety to- 


wards God, and all the Acts of his good Will towards Men, 
wherher near or far off, Strangers or. Acquaintance. For he 


was a Father and a Friend to all, and he laid to Heart the 


Neceſſities and Circumſtances, bodily and ſpiritual, of thoſe who 


were even in the remoteſt Corners of the Earth. His Charit 
was univerfal, and his good Will as extenſive as Mankind. 


They 


like Fob he never eat his morſel alone, but did diſtribute his | 
| Bread liberally, nor did there paſs any Day in which he had | 
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They were not conſin'd and pent up to Kindred, Nations or 
Parties; but they only reſpe&ed Merit, and Neceſſity: He ho- 
noured Merit where - ever he perceived it, and his Bowels earned 
upon all neceſſitous Objects whenceſoever they came. It ig 
true his Goodneſs was ſometimes abuſed, and he was engag'd 
to concern himſelf with ſome who did not much deſerve it: For 
he was not nicely cautious, and not having leaſure to examine 
ſtrictly every ones Pretences, he truſted too much to the Re- 
commendation of others; and he has.complain'd to my ſelf, that 
he has been impos'd upon by ſome who were leaſt to be ſuſpect- 
ed, and whom any other would have truſted as well as himſelf. 
However there was no Reaſon to obje& this ſv. much, as ſome 
did, who yet had leſs regard to true Merit. And there was 
leſs reaſon to entertain a Prejudice againſt all he recommended he- 
cauſe of ſome Inſtances : For he was far from an Indiſferency 
whether good or bad Men were prefer'd, and when there was an 
Opportunity given him, he could diſcern them as well as any. It 
was to have been wiſh'd that this good Man had been a little more 
upon his Guard. But it is almoſt impoſſible for great Men and 
publick Perſons to keep themſelves free altogether from the Mis- 
fortune of ſuch Errors and Miſtakes. And very often great Cau- 
tion and Fears of being impoſed upon, are only Pretences for 
hiding the Want of good Inclinations, which abounded in our 
mol} worthy, Prelate.. .1 ict: 5 20m 25 ily ances a6 ah a 
3 this was ready to do good to all, and [ike a true Chri- 
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| ſtian ſenfibly affected with the Circumſtances of every private. | 


Perſon: So none could be more concern'd for the Publick, or 
more deſirous of its Proſperity and Welfare, Wherefore he was 
moſt zealous to preſerve the Conſtitution of Church and State, 
and no leſs jealous of all Innovations, whatever ſpecious Preten- 
ces were made for them; for he believed, as Experience has 
ſhewed, that they would not be for the better. Accordingly, 
in all Reigns he boldly Remonſtrated againſt all the Alterations 
of the Conſtitution which he ſaw intended. And his great Poſt 
ſetting him near the Perſon, of the Prince, he never fail'd to 
lay hold on the Opportunity of declaring his Sentiments frees, 


ly of all meaſures under Conſideration, without either Flattery 


or Reſpe& of Perſons, which is N rarely down by Cori 
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This was not always acceptable, and I have known him adviſed 


to forbear it, becauſe prejudicial to himſelf, and not anſwering 


the End for which he did it. But his Anſwer was, that *twas 
his Duty to diſcharge his Conſcience, to offer the Prince good 
and impartial Advice, and to prevent evil or rectify it. If his 


Endeavours made little Impreſſion at preſent, they might have 


ſome good Effect afterwards : And if he was in the leaft inſtru- 
mental of any publick Good, he valued not how much he was 
deſpiſed, nor how contemptibly others ſpake of him : This ſhew- 


ed not only Humility and Self-denyal, but a truly great Mind 


which could not be overcome, but which would perſiſt in that 
which is good whatever be the Effect. It is the Misfortune of 
Princes that commonly thoſe about them are altogether for 


themſelves, and do mind the Publick only for a blind: But 


this good Man was moſtly, or rather altogether for the Publick, 
which interfering with the private Aims of fome, made them 
his Enemies, and put them upon Arts for begetting Prejudices 
in the ſeveral Princes againſt him, and for diverting the juſt 
Eſteem, which otherwife they would and ought to have had 
for one who minded their Honour. and true Intereſt as much as 
could be wiſh'd, which Our Preſent Gracious Sovereign was 
abundantly ſenſible of, as She teſtified it by a diftinguiſhing Re- 
ſpect to the very laſt, © | —_ 
Thus it appears, that this was a truly good Man, but I do 
not ſay an abſolutely perfect Man; for there is no ſuch Perſon 
on Earth. What is amiſs ought not to be juſtified in any, 
nor yet ſhould one be deny'd his true Praiſe, becauſe of a few 
Failings There are Blots upon the great Men on Record in 
Scripture, and all even the beſt ſince have had Weakneſſes and 
Shps, which ought not to be remembred for encouraging Detra- 
ction and Evil-ſpeaking, nor yet ſhould they be pretended as Ex- 
cuſes for any Miſcarriage : But they ſhould be conſidered as De- 
monſtrations of the Univerſal Degeneracy and Depravation of 
Human Nature, and alſo as a great Encouragement to ſet about 
rectify ing it in our ſelves, ſeeing Men of like Paſhons and Infir- 
mities have ſubdued the Body of Sin and advanc'd to great De- 
grees of Perfection, which they did by the Grace and Spirit of 


God, which every one may likewiſe obtain who aſk it in Faith - 


and Sincerity. To 
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To return to our moſt excellent Prelate, it is evident that he 
was a publick and common Bleſſing to this Nation : And tho? 
we were not worthy of him, yet it pleaſed God to continue him 
long with us, for his Life was prolonged till the utmoſt Period 
of Fourſcore Years, which few go beyond, and not many attain 
to: As it is rare to have Senſe, Memory and Judgment conti- 
nued ſo long as this excellent Perſon had, with an unuſual meas 
ſure of Health and Strength until the laſt : So that tho? he was 
full of Years, yet he did not feel the Burden of Old Age ſo much 
as others commonly do. Whatever Strangers might think, and 
ſome others out of Deſign might report, thoſe who convers'd dat- 


| ly and intimately with him, were not ſenſible of any conſiderable 


Decay of Memory, or other Intelle&uals. He always ſpoke. flow 


but very ſure, and tho he might take a little more time to deliver 


himſelf than ſome others, yet few did ſpeak more home or bet- 
ter to the purpoſe. And to the very laſt his Letters were accu- 
rately penn'd, having a Laconick Conciſeneſs which was very 
expreſſive. And he could not only expreſs himſelf well in his 
Native Tongue, but alſo equally well in French and Italian, 
which was proper to his great Poſt, and very uſeful to Strangers. 
His Health was ſometimes intermitted with the Gout and Stone; 
which he endured with Chriſtian Courage and Patience. Not 
long ago he had a Fall, which threatned ſudden Death : But he 
recovered to the Admiration of all, and it ſeemed that thereby 
his Touth was renewed as the Eagles to uſe the Pſalmiſt Phraſe; 
ſo that thoſe who depended on him and wiſhed his Life, flat 
tered themſelves that he would yet ſee many good Days, and be 
able to do them good. But he did not flatter himſelf, nor put 
oft the Thoughts of Death, and ſo was neither damp'd nor ſur- 
riz d, when he was taken ill again. He look'd upon this laſt 
Illneſs as the Approaches of Death, which he received chearfully, 
and was diſpleas d when any about him talk'd of his Recovery, 
and offer'd to ſet Death at a greater diſtance. | 
While in perfe& Health and Vigour, he thought on Death 
and prepared for it, and fo like a wiſe and good Man he ſet” his 
Houſe in Order, and gave Dire&ions about his Burial, which 


| ſhewed his great Humility, and how little he affected the pomp 


and Vanity of this World. For he ordered his Body to be laid 
2 in 


v4 


2 


Gn the Church. yard of any Pariſh where he ſhould happen to dye, and 
hat there ſhould be only a plain Stone over the Grave, with theſe 
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few Greek Words taken from Gal. VI. 14. „ w , ces, that is, in 


the Croſs only. Now how ſimple theſe Words may ſeem, they are 


more emphatical aud inſtructive than the moſt pompous Inſcriptions 


of the moſt magnificent Monuments. For theſe Words ſpeak the true 
ſerious Sentiments of his own Mind, and they point, at what ſhould 


take up our Thoughts molt. They declare that he believed Chriſt - | 


Crucified to be the Power of God and the Wiſdom of God, and conſequent- 
Iy the ſource of all Comfort. This Holy Man believed that when Fe- 


l ſuffered Death upon the Cr ſi, he opened the Kingdom of Heaven to all 


Ke» 
— 


elie vers; therefore he knew nothing to be gloried in, either in Life 


g or Death, ſave the Croſs of Chriſt, becauſe it qualifieth for Eternal 
Life. And he would have this mark'd on his Grave-ſtone, not out of 


Vanity, but to teach all that paſs by, what they ſhould eſteem moſt, 1 

even with St. Paul, to count all things but leſs and dung to the knowledge 

of Feſus Chriſt and him Crucified. | | 
If this good Man had affected Fame, and would have left it to his 


Friends: and if they would have, according to cuſtom, for the honour 


of Themſelves and Family erected a ſumptuous Monument, there was 


Subject enough for an ample and elegant Inſcription. - For he might 
have been ſer forth as a Divine, with all true Theological Learning; 
as a Philoſopher skill'd in the Knowledge of Nature, but eſpecially 
of Botany; as an Hiſtorian, well read in antient and modern Hiſtory ; 
as a Statel-man, underſtanding perfectly the State and Government 
of his own Nation, and alſo of all Neighbouring States, their ſeveral 
t Intereſts, and h | 7 inter l 

as an Ornament of the preſent Age, having all great and noble En- 
dowments; as a true Pattern to all that are elevated to Dignities, 
ſhewing the true Uſe and Advantages of them. But he modeſtly and 
humbly deſired to go out of the World with the ſimple Character of a 
> Chriſtian. And I not intending a full and complete Character of 
this great and eminent Perſon, not being ſufficient for it, as it could 
not be done upon a Day's Warning: I therefore have only touched 
+ ſome few things as are proper for che Pulpit, and which are fit to be 


ow they did interfere, and how they might be adjuſted; 


imitated by all, eſpecially thoſe in high Stations, to render them tru- 


Jy Uſeful and Illuftrious. Therefore to conclude, let us think upon 


this great Man, when as our Church requireth, we bleſs God's boly Name 
for all his Servants departed this Life in his true Faith and Fear, and let us 
pray alſo for Grace to follow this good Example. as well as others. Now 


; unto Him who is the Author of all Good, even to God the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be all Glory and Praiſe for ever. Amen. 
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